
Albert participates in 
the World Shooting 
Championships in 

skeet shooting 
in Wiesbaden, 

Germany (1966).
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A successful moose 
hunt, Albert and nephew 
Carl de la Chapelle.

Our social life was 
really about eating and 

drinking well and, above all, 
about eating crayfish. Restaurant 

Klaus Kurki had an ad that you could 
eat unlimited crayfish for a very small 

amount of money. Albert was very 
amused by this, and I joked that this is 
well suited for your frugal nature. We 

ate 30 crayfish each, and the 
following day the ad was 

removed. This greatly 
amused Albert.
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Lindö 
has been in our 

family since 1816, but the 
owners did not live on the 

estates at that time. The owners 
had some other profession. My 

father became the first 
professional agriculturist in 
1934. The big house had just 

been renovated, so it was 
shiny and nice. I lived my 

whole childhood there. 
It was a really great 

childhood!

René de la Chapelle  
(1900–1974) and Stina, née 

Serlachius (1902–1984).

1933 Albert de la 
Chapelle is 

born at Eira Hospital in 
Helsinki as the third son of 
René and Stina (née 
Serlachius) de la 
Chapelle. He grows 
up at Lindö Estate, 
in Tenala, Western 
Uusimaa.

Albert by the big 
linden tree (1938).

Albert at Lindö 
(1934). My home Lindö

Our waters are rich in fish and we make the most of 
them. In the spring we get ice bream and herring in 

large quantities. In the summer, we catch salmon 
weighing up to 22 kg in the large fyke nets. With 
longlines we catch pikeperch, pike and other fish. 
Moose, hares and foxes are found in the forests. 

Father and the brothers are often on a hunt.
Excerpt from a school essay by Albert.

Albert with a 9,5 kg salmon 
(1943).

1941 René de la Chapelle is called to 
the front. Relatives and friends 

from Helsinki are evacuated to Lindö. 
Albert is evacuated with 
grandmother Ilma to 
Tervakoski. A governess is in 
charge of the schooling.

1943 Albert moves to Helsinki 
and starts school in 

“Lärkan”, Nya Svenska Läroverket.

For the school term, he and his 
brothers live with their 

grandmother at Bulevardi 10. They 
spend their holidays at Lindö.

Hunting and fishing are among the 
obvious activities of childhood. These 

are interests that Albert will pursue 
throughout his life.

Albert’s first 
two hares at 
Lindö (1944).

1939 Albert begins 
his schooling 

at Lindö public school.

Stina and Albert in the garden 
of Lindö (1935).

Gunnar Berndtsson (1854–1895) 
Sketch from Lindö 
oil on canvas 
63 x 48 cm 
Albert de la Chapelle’s collection 
Västra Nylands museum

The waterside terrace (1935). 
The estate is owned and farmed today 
by Albert’s nephew Jan de la Chapelle 
along with Jan’s son Albert.
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The three 
brothers Claës 
Henrik, Gustaf 
and Albert (1935).
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I was 
completely 

taken by Lindö and its 
beauty, I had never seen 

anything like it. I think in 
many ways he was his 

mother’s son. The mother 
was highly efficient, 

and Albert adored 
her.
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Albert 
was very careful 

and systematic already at 
an early age. He loved 

detective-like issues and 
approaches. He spent his whole life 

seeking answers to questions 
related to everyday things, as well 
as to science, research and art. It 

was all about looking for an 
answer that he was 

happy with.

Lindö corps de logi (1924).

1950 Albert graduates from Lärkan 
with honours in all subjects.

Albert begins his studies in medicine at the 
University of Helsinki.

1957 Albert graduates from the 
University of Helsinki with a 

licentiate in medicine. He begins his 
clinical work at the IV Medical Clinic at 
the University of Helsinki. There, he 
works as an internal medicine specialist 
while furthering his research career until 
1966.

Albert is one of the founders of the 
Minerva Foundation Institute for 

Medical Research, where he begins as a 
junior researcher. He is researching 
human genetics, currently a new and 
unexplored field. He becomes the 
institute’s first doctoral student.

Albert works as a doctor for 
Samfundet Folkhälsan’s clinic for 

teenagers from 1959 to 1962.

My 
grandfather who 

died two months before 
I was born was named Albert. 

He was a paediatrician. Because 
I was born just when he died, 

there was a lot of talk about 
it in my home, and the 

adults took it for granted 
that I would become 

a doctor.

1961 Albert and correspondent 
Annikki Åström are married 

in Olaus-Petri Church in Helsinki.

1965 Albert graduates as a 
specialist in 

internal medicine.

1966 Albert wins team bronze in 
the European 

Championships in skeet shooting, one 
of his great hobbies.

Albert and Annikki spend a lot of 
time at their summer home 

Kalby, which borders Lindö 
Estate. Leisure time is spent 
gardening, hunting, 
fishing and playing 
tennis.

1962 Albert defends his 
dissertation at the 

University of Helsinki. That same year, 
he is appointed director of Folkhälsan’s 
newly established genetic institute, 
which he will lead until 2003.

The research group in the 
Genetics Research Program 

at Folkhälsan Seated: 
Albert; standing: colleagues 

Johan Edgren and Johan 
Wennström (1963).

“Eels of 1,5 kg, 79 kg and 2,5 kg.”
Albert’s note.
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His first 
marriage did not 
result in an heir, 
and that was a 
huge setback.
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At the 
estate distribution 

after my father, I received a 
small radiant baroque altar wafer 

plate. This was a real stroke of luck 
because I had already been madly in love 
with the plate for a while. I can immerse 
myself in thoughts about the time when 

priests served wafers on this plate during 
communion. Well, as the lucky owner of the 

plate, I started going to auctions at home 
and abroad, and the result is in front of 

us in the form of a large collection of 
silver objects belonging to my 

art foundation and based 
in Ekenäs.

1970 Albert begins to collect 
baroque silver. It will 

become the core of his art interest 
and collection. He has admired the 
collection’s first objects already as a 
child.

1974 Albert becomes Finland’s 
first professor of medical 

genetics at the University of Helsinki. He 
researches molecular biology and medical 
genetics, focusing on Finnish heritage 
diseases.

1982 Albert is 
involved in the 

issue of gender 
determination of athletes.

1983 Annikki de la 
Chapelle dies.

1985 Albert is an Academy 
Professor from 1985 to 

1995. Together with his research group, 
he is nominated for the Academy of 
Finland’s Centre of Excellence.

Albert and Clara participate in 
Pelotonia, an annual charity event for 
the benefit of cancer research (2013).

Ilta Sanomat 
14 August, 1982.

1984 Professor Professor Clara 
D. Bloomfield becomes Albert 

de la Chapelle’s second wife. Clara heads the 
Division of Oncology at State University of New York, 
which researches genetic changes in certain types of 
blood cancer.

The couple divides their time between the USA and 
Finland. Albert is keen to maintain contact with 

relatives, friends and his homeland.
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An 
expression of 

Albert’s love for 
nature was his island in 
the archipelago. He and 

Clara always spent a few 
weeks there and lived 

like Robinson 
Crusoe.

” Henrik de la Chapelle

I 
think their 

relationship was quite 
special. They were very, 

very close to each other, and I 
think that even though they 
were both very successful in 

their own right, without each 
other’s support, they would 

not have achieved 
everything they 

did.

1991 Kalby’s 200th anniversary is 
celebrated. Albert and Clara 

host a party where the attire, treats and 
entertainment are in the spirit of the 
18th century. The Prästkulla Youth 

Association performs a play 
about life at Lindö. Albert 
writes and publishes a 

short history of Kalby.

1990 Albert is awarded the 
Matti Äyräpää Prize. 

The award is one in a series of 
many significant accolades he 
receives throughout his life, 

including membership in 
the Royal Swedish Academy 
of Sciences, honorary 

doctorates at Uppsala 
University and the University 
of Oulu, and the William Allan 
Award from the American Society 
of Human Genetics.

”Lars Göran Johnsson

It was 
a very important 

discovery that had an 
enormous significance. I have 
wondered and discussed with 
others about why he did not 
receive the Nobel Prize. One 

explanation is that he was a little 
before his time, that people did 

not understand the 
significance of this 

great discovery.

1993 In all 
contexts 

where service in 
Swedish is lacking, 
Albert reacts. Over 
the years, many 
authorities and 
companies receive 

letters regarding the 
language from the 

professor.

Albert is involved in 
Märta Tikkanen’s and 

Vivica Bandler’s project Svenska Dagen 
Annorlunda (Swedish Day Differently), 
which travels around the country in the 
1990s, holding entertaining Swedish-
language evenings in Finnish-speaking 
places. The trio’s mission is to present 
Swedish as something pleasurable and fun, 
as a counterweight to the ongoing debate 
about “forced Swedish”.

1993 One of Albert’s most 
important 

successes in cancer 
genetics is when he, 
in collaboration 
with researchers 
from the USA, 
discovers the 
molecular genetic 
basis for Lynch 
syndrome, a 
condition that 
causes hereditary and 
increased risk of colon 
cancer.
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My group 
played a central role 

in the discovery of a whole 
series of genes of different 

variants in colon cancer. If there is 
one thing my name is associated with, 

it’s probably the genetics of colon 
cancer. I have also studied sex 

determination, that is, how a fetus 
becomes either a boy or a girl. From 

these, I have moved on to 
review the genetics of the 

thyroid gland.

Hjalmar Munsterhjelm (1840–1905) 
Eventide in Barösund 

oil on canvas 
1870s 

Albert de la Chapelle’s art collection 
Västra Nylands Museum”
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He 
was interested in 

adding a personal touch 
to the collection. But some 
criteria were clear from the 
start. It was about Western 

Uusimaa, local and good art, 
something he personally liked. 

What he had inherited 
partly formed a 

framework.

Albert is the first physician to be selected as an 
academic to the Academy of Finland and the 

first Finn since A.I. Virtanen to become a member 
of the National Academy of Sciences in the United 
States.

Albert and Clara purchase a 
property in Delaware County 

outside of Columbus. They carry 
out extensive renovations to the 
house that will be their last 
shared home.

1997 Albert resigns from his professorship 
in medical genetics at the University 

of Helsinki. Instead of retiring, he accepts a 
professorship in cancer and molecular genetics at 
Ohio State University in Columbus, Ohio, USA, 
where he becomes a key figure in the development 
of the university’s program in cancer genetics.

2005 Albert establishes 
a fund, the Albert 

de la Chapelle Fund, at the 
Society of Swedish Literature in 

Finland. The purpose of the fund is, 
in collaboration with the city of 

Ekenäs and the museum, to “support and 
promote quality art, culture and education in the 
Swedish-speaking environment in Western Uusimaa”. 
The fund will also assist in “exploring, documenting 
and illustrating the manor and mill environment that 
has been a distinctive feature of the area”.

The first works of art are purchased with the 
fund’s money, among them Hjalmar 

Munsterhjelm’s painting Eventide in Barösund. Erik 
Kruskopf, PhD, has a central role as curator in the 
creation of what will become Albert de la Chapelle’s 
art collection.

2017 The Albert de la Chapelle Art 
Foundation is founded. Henrik de la 

Chapelle is elected chair of the board. The Art 
Foundation’s purpose is primarily to realize an 
art museum in Ekenäs.

2019 The jury unanimously 
nominate the winning 

proposal: JKMM Architects' “KRONAN” 
(The Crown), which is also Albert’s and 
Clara’s favourite among the competition 
entries.

Clara in the Helsinki 
home, Juhani Linnovaara's 

painting in the background.

2018 The exhibition Konst de la 
Chapelle (Art de la Chapelle) 

opens at Raseborg Museum. It presents the 
approximately 50 artworks that the Albert de 
la Chapelle’s fund has acquired and donated 
to the museum.

Gösta Diehl (1899–1964) 
Models in the Atelier 

oil on canvas 
1930s 

77 x 64 cm 
Albert de la Chapelle's art collection 

Västra Nylands museum

Helene Schjerfbeck
Devotions
(The Confirmation Candidate)
1938–1939
Lithograph
Västra Nylands museum
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My grandfather 
was an avid art 

collector and my 
mother’s father was even 

more art-oriented, so what 
can you conclude there? I can 
well imagine there are genes 

that can lead to this. It is 
not a question of 

anything else.
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My 
wife was 

very particular 
about there being 

exhibitions of 
contemporary 

art.

Clara and Albert with 
Kermit and Miss 

Piggy (2011).

2020 Albert’s wife Clara is 
seriously injured in an 

accident at their home in Ohio. She passes 
away in the hospital on 1 March 2020.

Albert, weakened by grief and 
Parkinson’s disease, and delayed 

by COVID restrictions, travels to 
Finland in October to bury his 
wife’s urn. He plans to return to 
Ohio and then settle in Finland 
permanently and follow the 
development of the art 
museum. However, 
Albert suddenly falls ill 
with a high fever in 
December and dies the 
same night at Eira 
Hospital in Helsinki, 
on 10 December 2020.
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Albert 
said after 

Clara’s death 
that he was 

devastated by 
grief.

” Erik Kruskopf

Schjerfbeck 
and modernism are 

themes for the collection. 
What is distinctive about the 

very beginning of modernism in 
Finland is that it is completely 
mastered by Finnish-Swedish 
artists. So, it’s good that the 

collection is 
concentrating on 

that.
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Albert’s 
interest in art was 

genuine. He joked that he 
had inherited this collector’s 
craze from his ancestors. He 

became good friends with many 
artists. Albert and Clara both liked 

Juhani Linnovaara’s art. Their homes 
were always very magnificent, but 

they were also beautiful. Clara 
was bold, and she liked 

avant-garde, captivating 
artworks.

The Art Foundation announces the 
planning competition “Project 

Albert. A competition for a new art 
museum in Raseborg”.

Clara also participates in the 
financing of the new building. 

She has clear demands on the 
museum’s artistic profile.

Albert and Clara 
at the gate of their 
home in Delaware, 

Ohio.

Milestones 
in the life 
of Albert 
de la 
Chapelle

The timeline is a story about the life of 
Albert de la Chapelle. It contains events, 

stories, and characters, who have had a 
remarkable role in the birth of Chappe.

The timeline is compiled and edited by Pia Hovi, Anne Oker-Blom and Marianne Zilliacus.
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It’s hard to 
understand how he had 
time for everything, like 

writing letters to telephone 
companies that have not used the 
Swedish language correctly. One 

could perhaps say pedantic, at 
least a person who is very 

methodical in everything and 
does not leave anything 

done halfway.

Albert’s first 
silver object, which 

he called a “paten”, is 
an ecclesiastical plate for 

water and wine.


